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Reflections u/^dfi 6ur Ijite and Trefent 
Proceedings in ENGLAND. 
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TH O' noNWki #illiM4>cttCT4to tlie Pii/f/Z#^ ^tligm in gcrfcraj; and ihtfhurch of Engl 
land in particular, than ldo$ )'ct I cannot prevail, with my fcU to approve all thcfe 
Methods^ ortollow alUbefc Mcafures> which fomc Men propofcas the onl)' Security both 
of the one and the other.' 

Never perhaps Vasthijlre a tnofrpropcflimcr, wherein t<> fecucc ourJleiigJon ( togcthet 
with our Civil IrocrticI j thiit no# oflfer^it fcif 5 if wc havt but the SfoU and Honcfty right- 
ly to improve this critical Opportunity 5 but if we (hall either letitflip, orabufeit, we may » 
in vain 4 hereafter wifh that we had been wife in time , and have caufcto repent of our 
Error , when it will be too late to corred it. K 1 

What we do now, will tranfmitits good or ill effe£bstoafter-Agcs; and our Children 
yctuMborn, will in all probability, bchappyormiferablc , as we (hall behave our fdves in 
this great Con juriBHre. They arc likly to en joy their Religion, Laws and Liberties , accord- 
ing to the old Engli/h .Standarr, if we. (hill now wke the right courfc to fccurc them. 

But if we do engage in «»rat)g (jounfcb)* and buifi^upoAjfalf^^^undations, in ftcadof 
a Blefling we leave a Curfe to our Poftcrity, and entail upon them Popery , Slavery, Arbitrary 
Poweh^andallthe mifcraMe Confequcoccs of z divided Kingdom, which (as' (ureas ^^ 
word of God is true ) can never ftanS, 

Let us not therefore be too hafly , but paufca white , let us make a ftop , look about us»» 
dndconfider, i. What we have done. 2. With what intent we did it. 3. What it is that fomc 
mcnwilpuliibcar: and 4^ WJi.cth«wecaninHonourandCoqrcicnce)oinc with them in the 
Defign now in hand. . - 

1 fhall confine my fclf to thefe Heads; But here Jseforc I enter upon any of them, I fhall 
take it for granted, that the Prince of Or^irfe iiftA 4one a. great thing forus , and (under 
God ) hath wrought fuch a Deliverance f(V t^-^«Hon , as ought never to be forgotten, and 
can never be fufSciently requited. He mdftbe mentioned with Honour and Gratitude, fo 
long as the Proteftant Name (hall be rcmett ibotdt ^e cam e not as the ancient Romans and 
Saxom, to conquer , and lead in triumph after him our Religion and laws, our Lives and 
Libf^icsjtJfltTO'lWetidy-prcf^ T» -tUseiMl-be^undcrteofc 

this dangerous and chargeable Expedition, which hath hitherto proved as much to our Ad- 
vantage , as it will be to his lading Reputation : W hat he hath done argues, that he is moved 
by an higher Princrple than any this World afTord^^andcan overlook hisown-Cafl^ffffd Stcuri- 
ry , when the publick Good , at^ the concerns ol Chriftianity requires his fcafonablc aiCfVancc. 
I could eAfily make a panegyrick upon his Vertues, and equal him to the moft famous Grm^ifs. 
or RoMMn Captains*, but I need not fet forth his Praife, which do ^o loudly, and yetfo 
filently fpeak for thcmfelvcs. 1 need not draw any tedious Parallels betwixt his Higknefs and the 
Worthies oii^^&^^fimsl^, j^||##^'?<»H#iwi» ]fr^ hath read the 

Hiftory of fofflfrtr times, and are witnelesor ^atlf^ ^ Witfir<Anuc1i'Ccrtffagc, Mildncfi'^ 
and Prudence) hath doae in this. 

I. Things profpered fo well underhisCondu^, that all of us ^ere ready to fubnaft our 

Selves ro his Dircftion, and come under his protcftioh, isthcTitielar-GemuiofiBe Vtition^ 

le efFcdsofhisenterprize hath been fo ftrange, fo wonderful and furpnzipg» thatbaidvej 

'fceo, ve Ihould jTcarce have believed tbcou 



^*^r^A$ fcooi as the Princevaslanclcdl>.vitb what J6y aodunS^rerfal g6od VTilhfs^visthe 

A^l^fws received I How forward were all forts of People to dcelate for bis Highncfs ? How 

*^C> willing were they to lend him an helping hand for the accompliihing his great Work \ How 

did we allgeneralty concur and unanimoufly agree to forget cur Obligations to our Sove- 

^aign , and afllft the Prince., rather than the King againlf our (elves , and his own true In- 

tcrcft. 

Nay» the Army U'fefffoon began to go over , choofing rather to lye under the imputation 
of Cowardife and Diflpyahy ( which yet a true Engii^'Mdn had rather dye than really dc- 
ierve ) than to be iiidrumemal in enflaving their }iative Country, and briog^n^ it again ondee 
ihe Vdpal roke* * 

jnfhort all orders of Men, Ecdefiaftical , Civil and Military, had their eyes fixed upon the 
tirince oiOran^t as their Comnaon Deliverer, were reiolved to efpoufe his Caufc y and accoc-^ 
dingly ( after the Kjng was withdrawn ) did pdt the 'Rtgfil ^dtmnifiration Into his hands. 
] z. So far we have gone'; this we have done ^ and we hope that ( the Cafe being extra* 
^ordinary and Nec<{nry giving a dlfpenfation ) the intent of our proceeding, will at lall ex^ 
cufe, if not judificus, if we have noc kept our fclves within the Common Laws of action. 

For, let every Man lay his band upon his Heart, andierioufly ask himfclf, for what reafon/ 
and with what intent be became a Party in this general Defection > wa s it utter ly to mine the 
King and fubvert the Government > Was it becaufe be was difpteafed with the ancient Con* 
ilitution, and had a mind to mould and fafhion it to his liking > VTastt becaufe he bad an 
intent to (bake ofFcheGovei'nment ( thiteafie, equal, andweUfoifed, and never enough tm 
Me cwtmended Government, asKliog CHARLE5 i. ^;illsit> of the £»£/i^ Nation > Waste 
any honcft Plan's tiieamng to fubvert this Government, to make way tor l^own Dreams of 
fom^ Poetical Golden-^ge, bra Fanciful Millenium. 

* Was it ( let meask again ) to diveft t-he King of all Power to Proted his 5ubjeds , and 

.jihfn to pr^ouace roundly, that all the bonds of Allegtance tohimarediflblvedr Was 

' the end oi our uniting together, t ob^^his Handf, and then prick fbisDoAritie uponthe points 

. ofpur SwQtds : Proi^Bibnand allegiance are Vutiesfo reciprocal, that where the one fails whoL 

Jlyy/ihe other falls withit. Was it tot tighten the King out of his Dominions, and thent<» 

•vote that be hath abdicated his Government > Was this the i ntent, and were chefc theJReafods 

^of pur Declaring &r the Prince of Or^irge? No cerrainly | wH9lt eyer fome obnoxiousand 

lambitious Men might aim ar,all^oodChrifttans and worthy Patriots had other intcntionsy and 

were led on by Other Motives. * 

. They were fenfibly concerned for.tbeprefervationof their Holy Religion , intbe^rft p!ace$ 

their Lives, their La w:s« and Cibectiies io the next, .^fifr the way, which lomecall Herefie, /# 

i^ejee they dcfifO\pfi\l!i to tp'or^ Fathers: And afterthat manner which fomc 

might fay was ReM//off> fo they thought chemfelvesoblidgM to ftand up for thcLaws^ti" 

[her ties oj[t heir Forefoi hers* ^ 

For thefe Ends, and for bringing about tbcfe worthy Purpof'es, they withdrew thenffelves 

.from the Kings.pcrfona1JService,~tiiat they might be the better enabled to ferve hisreal lintc* 

ij^ft. They hoj>cd by this means to deliver him from his evil CounfeHors, and fecure both 

him and his ^ubjeAs from the evit and peifnicipus Praftrces of fome wicked and unreafonaUe 

\]4efh '. .: '\: *. ■' ' ■ '' ' y 

! ^ Iticfeatid fuch like were the Itiducements which prevaifed with aM well affededandbo-i 
. jBcft Men, to withdraw from his Majcfty and 'fiifpend the A^^iial excrcifcof their Allegiance 
Jfortheprefent, that they might afterwards exert it according to the fix 'd and flated Rulcsof 
•, Law, Confcijence, and right Reafon. ' ' 

Btrt now^ow eoatrj;|^ry.is this to thofc New Models* whkh fome politick Archite£ts arc pro- 

fq(it\g to, or r^tber impofipg upon the Na tion > What is it they woul3 be at \ And wh ar are 

} the Ends they, are driving on ? Are thev jufl; and good > Are they generous and honourable I 

Orarc they not rathe; fiich as would underpiine tbeGovernmentboth-in Church and State, 

• "♦♦-••.. *• • 
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inJreduceus toaftateorMfatare» wherein tbeiPeoplearearllbertjtoagifeeupon an^r (3o« 
vernmcnt, or none at alU 

- Plainly they would reduce us to the Vntch, or fomc other fpreign-Meafures ( which hoqr 
-well focver they migh( agree wich that Countryj where they are fettled and confirmed, partly 
by Cuftom> and partly by the peculiar Necellicy of their AfFairs) can never be well received in 
BtigUndy tiH an A^ be psided to abolifh Monarchy. Epifcopacy, and all the fundamental Laws 
€ftablifh*d by Magm Cbana, and all fucceding Parliaments ever (Ince. 
'. The Enquiry imo ihf MeajHrfs ofSuhmilshn to the Sufrtme Authority is a Treatife 'calculated 
for the Times; butfurcly it is not Written according to the Principles and Praflifc of the 
Church of BngUnd ,. in the time f>i the Kenoipned ^ueen Eliytbeth i 1 am apt to think , that 
fome regard v^as then had to the IPaflages which we find in the' Scriptures ( efpecially the 
OldTcftament) relating to the Meafures of Submiftion But thefe Examples weigh 
nothing with our Author • becaufe they are not for bis purpofe , pdg, $, 6. lam alfoapt 
to (ufpcd that Queen £//^(iie/j& would tiot have thanked any Politician for vending thisas a 
certain and fundamental Principle > That in all diffuts hetwten "Power and Liberty »- Power mnfi 
ttlwayes be proved^ but Liberty proves it felf, the one being founded only vfonafofitiveLanr^ 
^nd the other upon the Law of h^a^ure, page, 4. She, f peri wademy felf » on the contrary, would 
have challenged any fuch StateAnan to have provdhis L iberty *, as tor her Poirer ( (he would 
have anfwered) it was ready to^rot^etVyeZ/againft all who (hould prefume to queilion it. Sue 
what's the meaning of Vower being founded only on a pofitive Law > and Liberty upon iheLan^ 
tfSatunel Is not a Fathers power founded ( as he grants) upon the Law of Nature? and 
Is not all Power^^e ven of the greateft Princes » ( as fa r. as it is juH: abd Hbnef^ , ' and for the 
benefit of the 5ub|c^) derived from this Paternal Authority of the Father over his $on, beftdes 
doth not the Law of Nature prqfcribe the neceflity of puting Poirer into the han'ds of one or more 
for the benefit of the whole, which otherwife would be. in danger of deflroyingit felf by in . 
aeftine Diyifions > in (hQrt> jif Liberty be founded upon the I^ir of H^ature, fo hzWjuft and 
'Zawful Pnwer , fince the end of it is onfyto regulate our libeny , and in truth to make us 
tnorefree. iiier/> in general is a ri^httoufe our Faculties according to right Reafon-y and 
the La win Particular tells us which are thefe Rules of r Igbt Reafon by which we mufl govern 
cur (elves. And what is iftaw> but the Commands of the Supreme Power ( where 
ever itislodgMj. in thehandsof thePrince» the Senate , orthePeople» or of alt of them 
together) ordering what we are to do^ or avoids utider the fand^ion of particular Penali- 
ties* ' ■ ■' ■■ / • " / 
* I beg the Learned Author's Pardon for cjueftionlnghls Meafures: in my iudgmem they are 

Dot taken from thtEnglifh Standard , and therefore, I hop^» I may without offence uife 
my Liberty inrefufing them {a right wh'tch proves it felf) till he can prove hisPomer ta 
impofe them. 
^ ^he iififuiry inta the frefent State of affairs, is adifcourfe which fecms tby its bold 
ftroks ) to refcmble the former. I will fay no more of it but this. If what he there 1 ayes down 
for a certain^truth be really fo t then all that follows muft be granted as reafonable Dedudfi. 
ohs from this fundamental PritKiple: but if this be falfe> all that he hath faid falls to the 
ground, fbrwantofafirmand fplid JToundatiootofuppdrt it.' 

Kowthepofition , which (likeafirft Principle, in Mathematicks) he takes for grained, 

is this. It IS certain ( fays he, pag. i:) that thereeipjocalVuties in CivH ^^oeittiesare Tr9^ 

\ teuton and allegiance , and wherefoever the one Jails wholly the other falls iithh. This is 

his Dodrine which 1 have meationcd before , but (hall now confider ^ little more particulstr* 

-ly* • • -•••-/ 

'Tis indeed mo(l fit and reafenable , that Vrt^eBion zxii Ullegiante (houM alwaycs go t(v 

: giethcr, and accon pany one another i but that they dp not do fo ; isbuttio plain in the pet. 

knt cafe olBngUna : but doth it follow, that becaufe the King is not in a capacity to prcte^ 

liisSub)<ftV> therefore hcisOQ l^ng^r tobc look'duponasaKing! Atidif hebcaKing. 
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.^th not this fuppofc that hchathfome Subjcds^ Aol if To j I would gladly knovr iR^hat 
kind of ^ubjc^sthjy arc who owe no Allegiance ^ 

But let this queftion be rulM by his own inftance , the dutjf hetwixt Tdiber arid Son, Sup* 
pole my Father to be fo dcftitutc that he cannot , and to perverfe , that he will not prote^ and 
iufiain me> fuppofe him as Churlifh as dtin , and as poor as Job ; yet ftill Kr is my Father, and 
XatnhisSon! that is, he ftill retains all that Power whieh (by the Law of Nature) a Fa- 
ther ought to have over his Child: ftill the Relation holds betwixt us, andwhilftitdoth fo, the 
Fathers faults or neccditics cannot evacuat the Duty of a Son; which is founded not in the Fa« 
thersgoo<^ Will or abilities to Mend him ( though it mud be confef^d they are chiefly con- 
iider*d) ivkur^X^^ifix'd and immuiabUKtlation which God and Naturehath eftablilbed be^ 
twixtthem, nottobei/i/^o/t;r<^butby Death. So that if this Learned Author will yield, 
( as he fecmsto do ) that Kingly Vower is nothing eJfe but the Vattrnd con(ign*d , ( by the 
common confcntofthc Father of Families toonePerfon, upon fuch and (uch conditions, 
(fpecifiedinthecontra^^ ) 1 cannot fee how this Relation betwixt King and SK^/<5,\can 
anv niore be utterly diflblycd, than that betw ixt a /^<n^fr and a 4 •». 

I (hall fay no more to this Difcourfc ; and i f what 1 have already faiJ do ofFcnd either againft 
the Pnnciplcsof Kcafon, oxih^l^woiEngUnd, lam willing to be corrcded^ and acknow* 
ledge jtny Error. 

'i here is another little Paper which yet gives fuch a great ftroke to the Government, that 
it ought not to be pj^fs'd over without fome Animadvernon. The 5heet which 1 mean is , ihae 
which is cali'd advice before it be too Ute, or, ji BreXftAtefir the Convention* This Paper he-, 
ipcaksits Author to be of the fame Complexion and Principles with him who writ The Word 
to the Wife , and The four ^uefiio^s debated. T hey do all of 'em fuppofe j that the Govern- 
.gatnt IS faWn to its Centre, or Root from whence it ff rang, thit is, to the People, (as.thc 
fpordto the Wife ^xpnffcs our preient cafe. ) 1 know not what can be a morccfftdualAn- 
(wcf to; thefe pamphlets, and takeaway the Foundation upon which they argue, rhanthac 
Maxim inour Law, revived by all honcftamd learned Lawyers, T he }s.ing of England never 
dies* For it fd» how is the GovernmentlapsM ? • And if it be not laps'd, 4»ow can the Throne 
be faid to be vacant? And if the Thr.mc be not vacant, we are (1)11 a Body Politick,, (con- 
Cftingof Head and Members) though much diftempr'd and out of order, by reafonofihe 
1 nfirmities of the Head. We (fill h ve, though we are n«t in gooff hcaUh 5 a nd our Cafe doth 
not require the Scxron.to make our Grave, but callsfor the Phificia n*to apply proper Heme* 
dies to cure our Difeafe. If the Kins can die, 'tis luch a defcft iirour Government as doth 
dran^ely difp^rage it, and farther (uppofcs, thatf which hitherto we are all to learn )• the 
if^isnotSuecefsive» 

}i;oy,fif\ibcCixccc({iyef it cannot be difpofcdof by xhtWilloftheVeofle, butonlybyfi&e 
Will of God, who in that very momei\t calls the lawful Heir to the Crown, wherein hei» 
pleafed to put a period to the lite of his Predeceflbr . If it b^faid that the Voice of the People i& 
The Voice ol God, 1 believe that f (hould thisbegranted )itwill not datheir bufincfs; for 
1 doubt not, but that il the Pole wastakcn, and the Qucftion pat to aU People who ar^ of 
Years of Difcrction 5 the Anfwcr would be. That they have ftrll a King, and that they are as 
willing to keep him as they are dcfirous to exclude Vepery for ever, that which hath made botb 
himandthcm fo unhappy. This, I do not much qucilion, wou)d be tihe Anfwer, if wc 
(houldappealtaihefcnfeofthePcopleinaeneral} who yet ( ifthe Government bcfall'n to 
them ) muft be allowed to have a Right ofSufFragc, andaliberty to fpe^k their Minds as free- 
ly as other Coiii«o«fW in this^e4 * ront7f» iwii* 

Farther ^ill, IfthelTiifg iiet^er dies by our Law, How can he be lawfnlly deposM } Fot 

by Depoiition the Throne Nee eflarly becomes void for fometime. There muft be fome In- 

terfticc, futnc fpaccot time, before they who depos'd )i Kingcanfcrupanoiher 5 and till 

tbcKinginDcfignationbj; adually inverted with the Regal Office, there muft of ncceility 

vbcaoi«i«r*rt£Wfi»s ihatiii Xie^Mrj^^contrarytotbcmindofoui^LavjM^K/je. 



